
STATE OF MICHIGAN
90TH LEGISLATURE

REGULAR SESSION OF 2000

Introduced by Senators North, Dunaskiss, Johnson and Bullard

ENROLLED SENATE BILL No. 509
AN ACT to amend 1950 (Ex Sess) PA 23, entitled “An act to empower and direct the Michigan aeronautics

commission to adopt airport approach plans for publicly owned airports within this state; to empower the Michigan
aeronautics commission, municipalities, and other political subdivisions to promulgate, adopt, establish, administer, and
enforce airport zoning regulations limiting the height of structures and objects of natural growth, and otherwise
regulating the use of property in the vicinity of publicly owned airports, and to acquire, by purchase, grant, condemnation,
or otherwise, air rights and other interests in land; to provide for the establishment of zoning commissions,
administrative agencies, and boards of appeals to administer the provisions of this act, and to provide for their organization
and procedure and appeals therefrom; and to provide penalties and remedies for violations of this act or ordinances or
regulations made under the authority herein conferred; to provide for reciprocity with adjoining states maintaining and
operating airports; and to repeal any inconsistent act or parts of acts,” by amending section 24 (MCL 259.454).

The People of the State of Michigan enact:

Sec. 24. (1) A person desiring to erect a structure, or increase the height of a structure, or permit the growth of a
tree, or otherwise use property in violation of the airport zoning regulations adopted under this act, may apply to the
board of appeals, for a variance from the zoning regulations in question. The board of appeals shall allow a variance if a
literal application or enforcement of the regulations would result in practical difficulty or unnecessary hardship and the
relief granted would not be contrary to the public interest, but would do substantial justice and be in accordance with
the spirit of the regulations. However, a variance may be granted subject to any reasonable condition or condition
subsequent that the board of appeals considers necessary to effectuate the purposes of this act. A variance shall not
conflict with a general zoning ordinance or regulation of a political subdivision. However, a variance may conflict with
a zoning ordinance or regulation adopted exclusively for airport zoning purposes.

(2) A variance from an airport zoning regulation may be applied for and granted pursuant to section 4 of the uniform
condemnation procedures act, 1980 PA 87, MCL 213.54, and this act. 
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This act is ordered to take immediate effect.

Secretary of the Senate.

Clerk of the House of Representatives.

Approved

Governor.


